DENIZDEN
ISSUE

2

|

2022

|

DODER

DODER

ABOUT THE MARITIME
STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

S

ailing, which was our country's founder Ataturk's great ideal is growing
in importance day by day. Our association continues its activities in order to bring Turkish
Maritime Students to this country in concert
with this consciousness. We should help students make useful studies for both world maritime and our country’s maritime by preparing
scientific projects and studies with maritime as
main subject. The Maritime Student Association aims to help its student members to create awareness about the industry of maritime;
deck, hull machinery, management and ship
construction students who will be working in
the same working environment in their future
career, to meet and have an exchange of ideas
with each other during school years. The Maritime Student Association, which has been active
for 23 years, encourages students to be affiliated with these kinds of associations as the first
non- governmental organization founded for
marine students in Turkey and in the world. As
a society we've reached 44 different countries,
62 different cities, 53 different universities and
11 different high schools until today.

THE NATIONAL MERMAID CONGRESS

T

he National Mermaid Congress, which is traditionally held every year,
was held between 25th April and 28th April
2019 for the 20th time, and will be organized by
the Maritime Student Association as it is every
year. It will help our youth, who will be serving
industries such as shipbuilding, maritime, and
port management in Turkey, to meet with each
other during their school years. Thus, the students will be rendered to exchange ideas, brainstorm about specific topics, meet sector representatives, academicians, and government
authorities, and open new horizons for themselves. Along with all this, after Istanbul was
appointed european capital of culture back in
2010 we’ve had a chance to organise an international congress. In this congress not only did
we have a chance to host for participants from
Turkey we also had students and academicians
visit us from 44 different countries. Our congresses will continue to take place every year
with the help of our supporters.
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The Congress Content and Activity

O

wing to the 20-year-long history of the
National Mermaid Congress and Maritime Student Association, it brings students together
under the roof of this sustainability every year, helps
to build bridges between people’s schools who study
the same subjects in different schools, and makes
sure that they are informed about the other schools’
problems or developments. Students, who are studying in subsections of the industry such as shipbuilding, maritime, and port management, are brought
together with government authorities, have knowledge of directly conveying problems about the conducted seminar or create awareness by observing the
industry’s condition. The students recognize the
problems they face or the projects they work on at
school. They inform the other schools with their presentations about their activities. The students benefit
themselves by listening to the sector representatives,
shipowners or sub-industry officials’ seminars firsthand, which are conducted at our congress. Students
get an opportunity to work in groups and organize
workshops about specific subjects among themselves, transfer information to each other, or express
common problems all together. A permanent bond
among students who will serve for the same sector
even if they are from different cities is intended with
the social activities in the congress.

T

Our Work During the Year

The Maintainability
of the Congress

he National Mermaid Congress, which was held for the
first time in 1999 and laid the foundations
of the Maritime Student Association, has
been held annually from that day to this
day and highly important achievements
have been gained. Our congresses, which
continue to attract the students’ attention, get positive reactions from the sector
or our academicians, and make the press
talk about themselves, and will continue
to be held every year with the contributions of our supporters.

A

s Maritime Student
Association we aim
to organise 3 delegations, 2
breakfasts as per tradition,
industry interview, detailed
training about various areas
of marine and naval activities
annually and we plan to realize
our congress at the end of each
active season. In addition to all
our activities we also have 4
commissions that are working
regularly. These commissions
are respectively E-Journal Comission, Social Responsibility
Commission, Media Commission and last but not least our newly established R&D (research and development) Comission. As E-Journal Commission we aim to publish 3 Turkish and
1 English issue every active season. The issues you are readily reading are prepared within the E-Journal Commission. As Social Responsibility Commission
we are currently working on activities such as; visiting nursing homes, feeding
stray animals, preparing meals for the homeless, DODER foresting project which will be organised within our association and the most important development being; building a library in a select village school for children with limited
resources. Within Media Commission we are
currently working on activites such as street
interviews, information about internships by
students who interviewed there, department
introduction videos and managing the associations social media accounts. As R&D Commission we are working on the production of
a ROV which is entirely made by the members
of our association and also publishing essays
written, again entirely by our members.
JANUARY
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INTERVIEW WITH
EMRE SEVEN
1.

Who is Emre Seven? What can an
you tell us about yourself?

I

was born in Istanbul in 1972.
My father is from Istanbul and my mother
is from Trabzon. I had been in Kasımpasa
during my primary school, middle school
and high school years.

2.

What kind of experiences have you
had in your sports life so far? Why
did you start swimming at the age of 30?
What are your future goals?

My sports life started with foot-

ball as a goalkeeper at Besiktas Football
Club. I am such an ambitious person with
a strong desire to succeed. I put a high priority on winning. I believed I was succesful
in football and my only goal in life was to
represent Besiktas in the Inonu Stadium. I
have a championship with Sergen Yalcin
in the 86-87 season. In high school I was
transferred to an amateur cluster team as I
could not follow the training schedule. One
of the biggest mistakes I made in my career was leaving the Besiktas team license.
I could have join the national team if I had
not made that mistake. That was a mile-

stone in my life. After that individual sports
began to pique my interest, and chess was
one of them. Then, I became interested in
martial arts, but in the final, I chose to swim.

3.

Is there a milestone in your sports
life? What are the major reasons for
us to identify Emre Seven as a national
swimmer?

Despite the fact that sports are

performed to stay healthy, to me sports
equals victory. Of course I am referring to
a victory which is well-deserved. Long-distance swimming presented an opportunity
for me. Since I started swimming at the age
of 30, there was no chance I could become
a short-distance performance swimmer,
but I believed I could swim long distances.

4.

How did you start swimming and
when did you meet open water first?

I

n 2002, I was passing by the
mansion of the Istanbul Swimming Specialization Club on the European side of the
Bosphorus Bridge and noticed a billboard
of the Bosphorus Race, then decided to
participate. Through Bosphorus Race I met
open water. At that times 150-200 people
were participating the races but nowadays
thousands of people are participating. I kept
swimming in open water races because I
enjoyed that race.

5.

Where do you do your training? What
are some of the difficulties you encounter during training? What do you do
to get your body ready for the race?

In swimming, there are two types

of training: in the water and on land. We
can define land training as the training we
strengthen ourselves. These workouts are
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done at gyms with weights, although I
am not a massive supporter of them. I
enjoy doing crossfit workouts without
any equipment, but as a professional
athlete, I also should train with equipment and weights. Water training is
divided into two as pool and sea. The
lack of water training facilities in Istanbul is the most significant challenge we
face. Another challenge is having long
training hours. It is difficult to provide
the necessary financial means if you
don’t have enough sponsors, and many
young people give up this sport as a result. Also cold water is a major problem
for open water swimmers. You have to
fight against cold water in long swims,
but after a while, your body resistance
decreases and you become defenseless. Because of this, I was unable to
complete swimming across the English
Channel. In short, if you want to swim in
cold water, you need to get used to cold
water gradually. During the race, sugary
snacks and wearing double bonnets
that protect the back of the head provide some protection from the cold.

Denizden

6.

What processes are applied in
swimming competitions held
outside of Turkey?

The rules for swimming in

open water are basic but strict. There
are rules such as not blocking the opponent, not taking any action to aid
solo swimming, and being uncovered
above the belly and below the knees.
It is strictly forbidden to touch the boat
that escorts you. You will be taken
from the sea and disqualified immediately if you touch the boat to rest.

7.

Can you tell us your story of
crossing the English Channel?

I began my research after a

friend asked whether I might cross the
English Channel, while I was showering
after a swim training. When he asked
me this question, I did not even know
where the channel was. Following my
research in 2006, I started prepearing
and I received offers of sponsorship. In
October 2011, I made my first attempt,
but I had to get out of the water within
the fifth hour. As I tried it in a cold month
like October I was frozen and they pulled
me out of the water as an ice floe.

8.

How did your Gibraltar swimming
adventure begin, and how did you
accomplish it?

As soon as I came back from

England after trying to pass the English
Channel, I started practicing with passion, while also researching where my
new goal would be. During my research,
I noticed that no Turkish athlete had
ever crossed it. Seven months after trying the English Channel, I signed up to

swim across the Gibraltar Strait.
Then I successfully swam the Strait of
Gibraltar and became the first Turkish
athlete to cross the Strait of Gibraltar.

9.

How is your professional life going?

I worked as a coach while I

was training for my goals. I joined federation courses and attempted to obtain as many certifications as possible.
While I was training, I met Coach Yuliya.
I volunteered to help her four days a
week, for three years. My goal was to
figure out the logic of prepearing an athlete as a performance athlete. Thanks
to what I learned from working with
Coach Yuliya, I was able to coach the
national team for two years, which was
a significant step forward in my career.
After Coach Yuliya left the club, I continued to train athletes on my own, but of
course, we took a break due to the pandemic.
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10.

Could you tell us about your
TRNC (Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus) swimming?

The location where I was plan-

ning to swim had never been swum before

so that I could be financially sponsored. As
a result of my research I choose TRNC. I
chose "less traveled road". I wanted to represent my country successfully. Since my
aim was to introduce this place to the world,
I invited Michael Road, the head of The
Channel Swimming Association, as the referee. I swam in a weather I never wanted to.
My aim was to complete it in 35 hours. But
it was impossible to find the sea smooth
as glass during that period of time due to
the 80-kilometer distance and three distinct
pressure systems. It never rains but pours!
It was crucial for the Zodiac boat to act in the
case of emergency. But it was damaged.
So i asked them to repair it. 1 hour after I
started, I was told that the zodiac couldn’t
be repaired. I was 5 kilometers away from
the shore, but I had to keep swimming. I
passed by the NAVTEK ships. Then, the
boat reached me, securing the zodiac with
rope. At the fifth hour the rope pulling the zodiac, broke and entangled in the propeller. I
was alone in the middle of the Mediterranean. After the coast guard ships noticed me,
they approached me. I told that I was left
alone because the rope entangled in the
propeller, and that I needed their guidance
on my way to Kormakitis. At 12 hours, they
said I was just over a third of the way to
my complete swim. Even though I was
very upset, I played it cool. I was aware
that this swim would not end. I would either force myself to continue and take the
risk of injury, or quit and start working to
be better next time. So I decided to quit.
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11.

How does it feel like to swim for
Turkish soldiers? (Mehmetcik)

O

ur slogan is “You are away
as far as my stroke” (which means that
I execute everything what i want). I was
going to swim between Bostanci -- Cinarcik in 1st of July the Cabotage Day.
My friend who dealing with press said
that “We are going to swim for Soldiers
(Mehmetcik)”. When asked what would
you feel, I will be proud of myself I said.

12.

Do you have any memories that
you regret or you are glad you did?

Without

hesitation, I can declare that I should not have left Besiktas. It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for me. I'm glad I swam across
the Strait of Gibraltar. It was a watershed moment in my professional life.

13.

Can you describe how these
achievements make you feel?

If you achieve what you want to

do, and what you achieve is something only
a tiny amount of people can achieve, the euphoria it causes is indescribable.

Article
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THE
GULF OF
GOKOVA
T

he Gulf of Gokova; which is located in The Mediterranean Biogeography
Area with it's island, shore, sea, forest, wetland habitats and it's rich biodiversty.
And it is hosting to totally 723 species that 34 of them are rare and endangered.
The works done so far are showing us, almost the %73 of the fish species which
is living in the waters of Turkey, living in the Gulf of Gokova. Which is being one
of the Turkey's important 305 natural areas, the Gulf of Gokova has 270 km² land
and 827 km² sealand. It is declared as a special environmental protection zone
in 1988. Among the species that living in the area and draw attention, there is
Dusky Grouper(Epinephlus marginatus), Mobulinae(Mobul mobular), Bottlenosed
Skate(Rostroraja alba) and endangered Monkfish(Angelshark - Squatina squatina and Squatina oculata). Besides, the area hosting to Mediterrenean Monk
Seal(Monachus monachus) and Sand Shark(Carcharinus plumbeus). The Seagrasses which is being endemic to the Gulf of Mediterranean is being sheltering,
feeding and breeding area with it's large seabed.

T

MARINE
PROTECTED
AREA

he Gulf of Gokova's importance not only about the it's biodiversty but also about the people who earning their life by the nature and the sea. Agriculture, tourism and smallscaled shore-fishing are among the region's most important 3 source of income.
There is three Aquaculture Cooperative(Akyaka, Sarnic-Akbuk, Akcapinar) in The Gulf. Traditional shore-fishing that including women, remaining by the more than hundered fisher. The threats that
exposing to the region negatively affecting either this natural richness or the people who using this richness to live on. Illegal and excessive hunting, climate change, shore and sea-habitats' destruction is leading this threats still today.
JANUARY
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V

arious work running by Mediterranean Conservaiton Society to decreasing the negative affects of these threats. The Sea Rangering System is leading these works against to illegal activities in
fishing forbidden areas in The Gulf of Gokova. Six region in the Gulf is declared fishing forbidden area
by declaration of the Official Journals. With the border revisions, every fishing activity is stopped in a
30 km² area within time. In addition to this 270 km² area of inner-bay is closed to industrial fishing like
scoop and trawl net fishing.

I

n fishing forbidden areas Sea Rangering System is applying together with Management of
Mugla Province Agriculture and Forest, Management of Mugla Province Environment and City Planning, Coast Guard Post, Knowledge of Military Police and with participation of cooperative of water
productions since 2013. This system provides, conservation of sea species and habitats, improving
the resistance to climate change's affects, protecting the either fish breeding and spawning areas or
endangered species and securing the shore-fishing. The ranger workers of association reporting all
illegal activites (Illegal hunting, improper mooring, bilge drainage) that they encounter to public authorities with every minutes in the patrols that they go 2 times at least im a day. The tracking works
showing us, thanks to the Marine Protection System positive changes happening in the sea ecosystems with the control established fishing forbidden areas. The observed changes of fish biomass is
leading these changes. In the fishing forbidden areas, the fish biomass is increased up to 10 times
than unprotected areas, besides, out of the unprotected areas the fish biomass which had been 4gr
/ m² is increased up to 15 gr / m² since 2018. It is observed that there is dramatical increases on the
fishers' revenues. According to Cooperative of Akyaka Water Productions' datas; since 2010 when
the declaration of the fishing forbidden areas, income of cooperative partners has been increased
%400(as USD %80).
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There is another work called as ghost net clearing to recover sea habitats and securing the

biovariety. The name of ghost net is coming from lost, intentionally dropped or snapped fishing tools.
The fishing tools like cover pot, fishing line, sinker, extention nets, stopper,rope, plastic products that
caused by boat or current are bringing a number of threats by coming together on the sea ground.
Also the ghost nets which is not decomposable are threatening food-safety by creating plastic pollution. Besides, it is threatening the marine biovariety by continuing to hunting the sea creatures,
especially the fish species that lost their functions in fishing while still has economic price. And it
causing the habitats' destruction by decreasing the light and oxygene permeability and covering the
seagrasses and reefs that being the breeding and feeding habitats of the sea creatures. All these are
affecting the fishing negatively by causing the decreasing of fish stocks. Also the lost net and fishing
line numbers increasing day by day because of the attaching of hunting tools to ghost nets.

The heat increasing that coming with the climate change is affecting the seas and leading to

entering of new marine species to coasts of our land. The species that coming into Turkey's coasts
by Suez Canal, Gibraltar and ship's ballast waters are adapting our waters swiftly due to heat increasing and consequantly being a burden on either marine biovariety or fishers. Some of these new species are Lionfish, Squirrelfish, Brushtooth Lizardfish and Red Porgy. Securing the marine biovariety is
leading to things to do for reducing the affects of new species' on
the native species and habitats and economic loss. Removing the
invasive species from the sea by hunting them and to support fisheries by including species that do not pose a threat to human health
has great importance. It is necessary that multi-discipline effort including public authorities, universties, non-governmental organizations, chiefs to produce solution and policy against to affects of new
fishes. Mediterranean Conservation Society is searching stocks to
determine the distribution of new species and their population and
working with 30 chiefs from all over the Turkey in order to take place
of new species on the menus besides of applying the Sea Rangering
President of Mediterranean
System.
Conservation Society
ZAFER KIZILKAYA
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GALATAPORT INTERVIEW WITH GALATAPORT ISTANBUL
PORT MANAGEMENT AND INVESTMENTS INC.
PORT OPERATION VICE GENERAL MANAGER
FIGEN AYAN

1.

What can you tell us about yourself? How did you enter cruise tourism?

I entered cruise tourism in 1994 when I started working in a tourism agency. I worked in a

company that serves shipping companies. As it is known, there are two types of agencies in the
cruise sector; One of them is the agency that is responsible for the tours, which we call the passenger agency, and the other, which we call the shipping agency, is the agency that carries out and monitors the entire ship’s operation and relations with public units. I started by taking part in both. Afterward, when I became a guide in 1997,
I made one-on-one tours in French
and English to cruise passengers. In
other words, I served cruise ships in
all aspects of the service sector, but I
started the port sector in 2003 when
Kusadasi Port was privatized. After
that, I started to work in Bodrum, Antalya, Barcelona, Lisbon, and most
recently in Galataport Istanbul as of
2014.
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2.

When we evaluate the cruise industry on
a global scale, how do you see the global
shares?

The

leading region is the Caribbean
with a rate of up to 35%, followed by the Mediterranean or Europe. In this chamber, we can
say that we are in Turkey and therefore Istanbul,
which is the second most popular destination.
Afterward, the Asian Continent became an important region, catching up with Europe for the
last five or six years. We can say that these are
the first three.

3.

Can you tell us the story of the emergence of the Galataport Istanbul Project and how many
cruise ships it can serve at the same time?

Dogus Holding Inc. won the Sali Pazari

Port Tender, which was held by the Privatization
Administration on May 16, 2013, with a bid of 702
million dollars. With this tender, the Group took
over the operation of the field for thirty years. In
January 2014, BLG Real Estate Investments and
Trade Inc., a subsidiary of Bilgili Group. As a result
of the partnership with the company, Sali Pazari
Port Management and Investments Inc., which is
responsible for the development and operation of
Galataport Istanbul. was established. Today, 81%
of the partnership shares in the company belong
to Dogus Holding Inc; 19% belongs to BLG Real
Estate Investments and Trade Inc. The title of
the company was changed to Galataport Istanbul Port Management and Investments Inc as of
February 2018.
Galataport Istanbul, with an investment of

1.7 billion dollars, is among the most important
destination projects in the world, covering a 1.2
km coastline by the Bosphorus. While transforming the historical port of the city into a world-class
cruise port and a new destination with Galataport
Istanbul, this precious coastline, which has been
closed to the public for nearly two centuries, will
be opened to access. The historical port, which
will host the terminal built on 29,000 m² underground with a special cover system implemented
for the first time in the world, will continue to be
Istanbul's gateway to the world from the sea.
Three ships will dock at our port at the
same time and we will be able to host up to
15,000 daily passengers. We anticipate that approximately 1.5 million cruise passengers, including the crew, will visit Istanbul annually after the
project is completed.

4.

Galataport Project will not only be a cruise port but also a living space open to the public.
How do you intend to control it when we look at it positively or negatively?

G

alataport Istanbul was only a cruise port before it was privatized and all areas were
completely isolated from the city, behind wire fences and razor barriers. This area would only
come to life when the cruise industry revived or the ship arrived, but it was still behind wire fences.
As you know, the cruise industry only works for six months, so our goal was to reveal the beauties
of our city and Turkey from the day we took over. We took our terminal building completely underground to open up the most beautiful view of the world to everyone. Instead of isolating this area
completely, we created an area where we can meet with the public and the city. By adding many
functions to the missing piece between Karakoy and Findikli in a neighborhood atmosphere; We
complete it with food and beverage units, offices, and a hotel. At the same time, we have created
very important squares together with all the magnificent buildings that stand in the background
due to their historical texture. Together with the museums, it will be a living space.
JANUARY
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5.

Do you think the Galataport Project will
herald future investments?

The

third airport has become a door
opened from the air for our country. Galataport
Istanbul is also a door to be opened from the sea.
We are already the operator of the third airport,
we create synergies by cooperating with Turkish
Airlines. We are not a stand-alone project, so we
are trying to bring our country to a better place
by working with different players and channeling
our energies together. Therefore, this project is a
harbinger of other investments.
Galataport Istanbul is not just a project;
we created a destination within a destination.
When we told the ship companies abroad about
our project, they said this, I think, a striking statement: “When we come to Istanbul from now on,
we will come to see not only Hagia Sophia or
Topkapi Palace, but also Galataport.” they said.
Therefore, we will be realizing an important missing piece in a puzzle.
After working in this cooperation and creating these synergies, it is obvious that other
things will be triggered. However, I do not know
for sure what will happen or I cannot go into the
details, but with the development of technology
and as young friends like you enter this sector,
there will be new investments in different dimensions for our country.

6.

As the cruise industry, what is the expected demand for the coming years?

First of all, Turkey and Istanbul are much

loved and missed destinations. When shipping
companies visit cities such as Istanbul, Kusadasi,
Izmir, Antalya, Marmaris, that is, our leading cruise
ports, they earn big income. Because there is no
place in the Mediterranean basin with the historical
texture of our cities or beaches. Therefore, when
we look at the figures, for example, we expected
about 100 thousand passengers with 80 flights in
2020, but these flights were canceled due to the
pandemic. But in 2021, we have received nearly
150 ship reservations. When we look at this, it is
a higher figure than 2020; It shows the longing for
Istanbul and the conclusion that it is an indispensable port and destination for cruise companies
because Istanbul is a very important brand.

24

JANUARY
2022

Therefore, we believe that this trend will continue to
rise. At Galataport Istanbul, we plan to host one and
a half million passengers plus crew in the coming
years, after the pandemic is completely behind us.
And this is not a very high number. We have already
served passengers and crew close to these figures.
How do we achieve this? How do we get these numbers up? As I have just mentioned, we are doing all
the necessary work to extend a six-month season to
the winter months. What is this? We will be applying
deep discounts such as 60% to the ships that will
arrive in the winter months, with the decision taken
by the operation management. Before the pandemic, we received positive feedback from the shipping companies on this decision. While many
ship companies did not arrive in December,
they changed their reservations to Istanbul. In
this way, as we said, we have made all the
necessary efforts to spread the limited
season of six months to twelve months
and for our whole city to benefit from
the cruise sector. We have seen the
results of this and this situation will
continue.

Interview

8.

You attended Cruise Europe 2019 fair in
Hamburg as a speaker. How was the feedback you received about the Galataport Project
there?

It

7.

open?

When will Galataport Istanbul

150 voyage reservations have been added to our lists. In other words, we clearly know which ship, what size ship,
and at what time will come and go by
ship companies. However, due to the
pandemic, as the dates approach,
ship companies are canceling
last-minute reservations as they
go through a dynamic process.
We are currently preparing to
host our first ship on May
2, 2021. When we say we
are preparing, we are
ready, we will just tie
the ropes of the ship
and start service.

was incredible. While participating
in these fairs, we go to meet with ship companies and our customers, and we participate with
stands. With the Galataport Project, we took important steps to promote our city and country. After we made our presentation, there was a queue
at our booth. Many ports such as Hamburg Port,
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Oslo came and wanted to get
information about the terminal building we had
built. Because our project has an unprecedented terminal building in the world. We built a terminal building underground for the first time in
the world. While doing this, our aim is not only to
serve the cruise industry; We built the 1.2-kilometer coastline to accommodate our people, our
city, and you. Of course, let's put aside the material aspect, this decision created many difficulties.
However, by taking this 29.000 square meter terminal building underground and connecting to it,
thanks to a cover system; We are also creating
the temporary bonded area and the security area.
Other port operators, my very old friends, said,
“You have built an incredible port? How did you
do it?" they said, and even the general manager of
Abu Dhabi Port thought, “We have the money, you
have the engineering.” he stated. So the feedback
was very good and very exciting. We look forward
to welcoming all cruise ships and their crews with
the same enthusiasm.

JANUARY
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9.

We think that this huge project
will employ to a large extent in
the region. What will be the amount
and areas of employment? What
are the place and shares of maritime students in Galataport?

W

hile direct employment
is provided to approximately 4,500
people in the project, indirect employment is expected to reach 30
thousand people.
Galataport Istanbul, the main port of
the city, has also served as a laboratory for different disciplines since
the beginning of the construction
process. We hosted many Turkish
and foreign student groups in our
field and created internship opportunities in different branches. Seafarer students are very valuable to
us, Galataport Istanbul is a project
that will make a great contribution to
students in terms of both knowledge
and experience sharing and employment with its opening.
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10.

What are your thoughts on the Maritime
Students Association and its work?

W

hile direct employment is provided to approximately 4,500 people in the project, indirect employment is expected to reach 30 thousand people.
Galataport Istanbul, the main port of the city, has also
served as a laboratory for different disciplines since
the beginning of the construction process. We hosted many Turkish and foreign student groups in our
field and created internship opportunities in different
branches. Seafarer students are very valuable to us,
Galataport Istanbul is a project that will make a great
contribution to students in terms of both knowledge
and experience sharing and employment with its
opening.
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B

ARBAROSSA
ROTHERS

ORUC REIS & HAYREDDIN PASHA

Hayreddin Pasha
&
Oruc Reis
E

stimated to have been born
in 1478 and is the son of a cavalry
named Yakup, Barbaros (Barbarossa) Hayreddin Pasha, settled down to
Lesbos(Midilli) coming from ‘’Vardar
Yenicesi’’ after the conquest of Midilli. Altough his real name was ‘’Khizr(Hızır)’’, he was known by everyone
by the nicknames ‘’Barbarossa’’ and
‘’Hayreddin’’. Westerners named his
brother Barbarossa because of his
reddish hair and beard and later on
they also used this name for Khizr.
His nickname, Hayreddin, was given
to him by Yavuz Sultan Selim.

K

hizr, the youngest of four
brothers, started trading between
Lesbos, Thessaloniki and Egriboz
with the ship he had built. After the
rescue of his elder brother Oruc who
was captured by the Rhodes knights,
they came under Sehzade (Prince)
Korkut's protection with him. Meanwhile, the immigration of Muslims,
who had to leave the region because
of the great atrocities committed
by the Spaniards to Andalusia with
their desire to dominate the Western
Mediterranean, disrupted the balance in the region. Oruc
and Khizr then headed to the Western Mediterranean and
after 1504 they were seen on the North African coasts.
The brothers, who started to look for a safe harbor for their
small fleet of two ships, agreed with Tunus Hafsi Sultan and
settled in Halkulvadi. When the number of ships started to
increase, they settled in Djerba Island and started to use it
as a base, and their raids extended to the Italian coasts.
HAYREDDIN PASHA
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T

he Barbarossa brothers, who could not take the Becaye Port under the Spanish occupation,
captured Cicelli, which is on a peninsula, in 1513. The people of Cicelli had established a government
on their own and declared Oruc as their sultan. Thus, the foundations of the state that the Barbarossa
brothers would establish in North Africa were laid.

The Barbarossa brothers, who returned to Lesbos out of homesickness, sent Muhiddin Reis

to Istanbul with valuable gifts in order to get under the protection of Yavuz Sultan Selim. The brothers,
who received the support of the Ottomans in this way, took advantage of Ferdinand's death as they
took Bicaye and rushed to the aid of Algeria, which wanted to get rid of the Spanish occupation.

A

fter the capture of Algeria and its west Sherchel, Oruc Reis became the Sultan of Sherchel
and Algeria, and then captured the cities of Tenes and Tlemsen. However, Oruc Reis was martyred in
the war where the Spaniards, who made an agreement with the locals, took Tlemsen back.

H

Hayreddin Pasha

ızır was left alone and sent one of his men, Hacı Huseyin, with forty captives, to the Ottoman sultan in order to
strengthen the Ottoman support. Yavuz Sultan Selim learned
what was going on in Europe and sent a declaration expressing
his satisfaction by saying "Khizr Reis is a nasruddin, a hayruddin" and stating that he was recognized as the ruler of Algeria.
The privilege of recruiting volunteers in Anatolia was granted to
Khizr Reis and it was decided to send a unit of two thousand janissaries. Thus, Algeria, where the khutbah was read on behalf
of the sultan, joined the Ottoman lands.

K

hizr(Hizir) Reis has started to be known as Hayreddin
Pasha. The activities of Hayreddin Pasha and the Turkish settlements in North Africa aroused the Spaniards again. Hayreddin Pasha repulsed the invasion of the Sicilian king in the Harras region. During this war, the Europeans gave Hayreddin Pasha the nickname "Barbarossa".

Hayreddin Barbarossa

Barbarossa Hayreddin became the ruler of the whole region, except for a small island that

was in the hands of the Spanish between 1520 and 1529. After Cicelli, he also captured Kol Harbour,
Bone and Constantine. In 1524, after the attack of the Tunisian Sultan Mohammed and the rebellion
of Ahmet Kadi, he had to leave Algeria, but three years later he regained control of the city.

T

urkish sailors in the Mediterranean and the people of the surrounding islands, especially
Snan and Aydın Reis, entered his service. A weapons workshop was established in Algeria and the
number of existing ships was increased to thirty-five. Barbarossa started to threaten the coasts of
Spain after Italy. Meanwhile, he started to support the Muslims of Granada, who were facing persecution and oppression. The Muslims, who
had to leave their homeland, were transported to the African coasts by Turkish ships.
The number of Andalusian Muslims brought
to Algeria reached to seventy thousand. Enriched with the captured booty, Algeria began
to be known as the "India of the Turks".
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B

arbarossa took Adakale, which was in the hands of
the Spanish, and built a breakwater. On the other hand, the
Spanish fleet under the command of Andrea Doria, which
attacked Sherchel, failed. The following year, Doria captured
Corona and Patras, which belonged to the Ottoman Empire.
After this success, Kanuni (Suleiman The Magnificent) summoned Barbarossa as the navy commander. He left his place
to his adopted son Kara Hasan and came to Istanbul from
Algeria with twenty boats. Barbarossa, who went to Aleppo
at the request of Kanuni (Suleiman The Magnificent) , was
appointed as the captain of the sea(Kaptan-I derya) there.
After this appointment, he started to build a strong navy in
order to defeat the European alliance and establish Turkish
dominance in the Mediterranean, and at the same time, he
tried to cooperate with France against Charles V. Leaving
Istanbul with eighty ships, he took his route to the towns
in the south of Italy. Then, by sailing to the Aegean Sea, he
continued to add islands and castles to the Ottoman patronage. In this way, he gained the dominance of the sea routes.

ORUC REIS

Venice and Portugal started to make an alliance against

the Ottoman Empire and the navy belonging to this alliance
gathered in Corfu. Thereupon, the Ottoman fleet entered the
Gulf of Arta under the rule of Barbarossa. Doria tried to pull out
the Turkish fleet. Whereupon, Barbarossa took a battle order by
going around the north of Levinas. He gave the right wing command to Turgut Reis and the left wing command to Salih Reis.
He was in the middle control.

D

oria refused to confront Barbarossa and steered into
the open sea. After his last voyages, he concentrated on shipyard works. He fell ill in July 1546 and died soon after. He was
buried in the mausoleum next to the madrasah he had built
in Besiktas. With his death, the phrase "the chief of the sea is
dead" has passed into history.

HAYREDDIN PASHA

During the time of Barbarossa Hayreddin Pasha, the Ot-

toman maritime had reached the peak of its power. The presence of power continued for a while thanks to the valuable sailors who got trained in his school and the organized shipyard.

ASYA EYLUL OZEK
Piri Reis University

FIKRETTIN BULUT
Piri Reis University
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MERT
KARAKOC
1.

Who is national underwater rugby player
Mert Karakoc?

I

2.

What do you think about Underwater Rugby?

30

Underwater rugby is considered

as the hardest contact sport in the world.
Being presented as difficult may cause
people a little hesitant, but I think it is
one of the most enjoyable sports in the
world. First of all, as every point of the
pool is being used, it is the only three-dimensional sport in the world. Since it is
usually done in waters with a depth of 3
and 5 meters, you need to actively use
the entire pool and have to be in excellent
communication with your teammates. 6
people from both teams are in the water,
2 people from each position. There are 3
positions as the formation of goalkeeper, defender and striker. Hence it is based
on actively holding your breath and a lot
of effort to exert; endurance, strength
and teaming skills are very important
because you cannot communicate with
your teammates much while underwater, so you need to know all your teammates. Even though the name of Underwater Rugby is rugby, it has nothing to
do with rugby outside the water, we have
hoops and we try to score goals inside
those hoops.
JANUARY
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was born in 1991 in Izmir. In 1998, I
got into swimming in Izmir Ozel Fatih Collage.
After taking up swimming, I actively engaged
in swimming in Fatih Collage and Galatasaray
Swim teams until 2009. I met with the underwater rugby when I entered university. Since
2009, I am actively involved in underwater rugby, I had the opportunity to represent different
clubs. I took a part in national team and I am
still carrying on that part. I have a degree in
Physical Education and Training and i’m going
on the Sport and Health Science at post-graduate level.

3.

What’s your story behind in Underwater
Rugby?

A

fter enrolling university, my classmate, Hakan Togar, who is also the captain
of the national team, invited me to Underwater Rugby. At that time, he was a coach at the
Izmir Metropolitan Municipality Sports Club,
and that's where I started Underwater Rugby. I
have been active in different clubs since 2009.

Interview

4.

Denizden

How are your workouts going?

O

ur workouts are divided into three parts; strength,
swimming and ball. We do strength training because it is a
contact sport, so we need to be forceful and strong. Since
human weight decreases under water, we are trying to increase this weight by strengthening it. We try to do strength
training 5-6 days a week.

5.

What kind of organizations and competitions do you participate in, both at
home and abroad?

There

are events organized by the
Turkish Underwater Sports Federation (TSSF)
we participate in these events. In these events,
the team that won the Turkish Championship,
participates in the Men's and Women's Club
Championships which held in Germany (Berlin), and there are clubs and athletes from all
over the world. We are also participating in a
Euro League organization in particular. There
are only a few selected teams in the world in
this tournament. There are three tournaments
every year. And there are also special tournaments held in different cities of Europe, invited
by teams from abroad. We have to constantly
struggle with our rivals abroad because Underwater Rugby is not a very common sport in
Turkey and we have to fight ourselves.

6.

What is the underwater rugby sport and
its rules? How is it done and what materials are used while doing sports?

W

e use fins, snorkels and masks
when doing Underwater Rugby. A player who
does not have any of these equipment cannot
participate in the competition. It is played with
6 players in both teams.
Players in all positions are allowed to score
goals and support the attack. The common
tactic in the world is that 5 players are on the
attack and 1 player is standing in the goal.
Since there are two goalkeepers in the water,
the other goalkeeper can also be in the offensive position. Goalkeepers need to stand still
underwater and hold their breath in whole
game. Strikers need to constantly dive in and
out often and have to control the position. As
it is the same way, it is necessary not to lose
control while on the attack.

7.

What is the status of Underwater Rugby
sport in the world? In addition, what is
the status of this sport in Turkey and what
achievements do we have?

Underwater Rugby is actually a very

new sport. It is common in an average of 2025 countries. Norway, Finland, Colombia are
the leading to these countries. Underwater
rugby goes back to 20-30 years of history in
Turkey, yet as our success has increased in
recent years, people have only just started to
hear it, especially in Izmir. Athletes who used
to swim often switched to open sea races or
water polo, but recently Underwater Rugby has
become preferred.

The U21 team has great team of play-

ers. Our Men's National Team was the 3rd in
the world in 2018 while our Women's National
Team was the World champion. In addition to
that our Men's National Team was the 1st in
Europe at the same year. There is a huge potential in the U21 team, and these players will
achieve success in the National Team. In the
last championship, our National Team was the
5th. At the European Championship, which will
be held at the end of the year, I hope we will
catch the podium as National Team.
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YOU MAY
BE INTERESTED

LUMINOUS WAVES OF THE VAADHOO ISLAND
Vaadhoo Island is one

of the islands which stand out
from the hundreds of islands located in Maldives with
their sparkling waves. You
might think that the stars are
dancing with the waves on a
cloudless night when the sky
is covered with stars, but the
main role in this visual feast
is played by planktons radiant
with neon blue colours. 'Bioluminescent' planktons are
able to illuminate the coastline from end to end by shining
as a result of a chemical reaction caused by the kinetic energy
of the only cell they have. To see these magnificent bio-lights,
which are estimated by scientists to be a defence mechanism
against any danger, a boat floating on the dark and the still ocean waters or even your touch would be enough.

ILKNUR IREM BULMUS
Piri Reis University

POLYNESIA
Polynesia consists of numerous islands in the Pacific Ocean inhabited by Aboriginal peop-

le known as Polynesians. Polynesia is one of the names given to a group of three large islands in
the Pacific Ocean. This cluster of islands is scattered across the triangular area between Hawaii,
Easter Island and New Zealand. Most of it consists of volcanic mountainous areas and coral islands. The main communities that belong to the Polynesian group are the Samoa Islands, the Tonga
Islands and French Polynesia. The main sources of income for Polynesians are agriculture and fishing. The life and well-being of the population depends on it. Polynesian sailors, on the other hand,
were known for their double hull canoe and navigation techniques. Double hull canoes consisted
of two large hulls of equal length and connected side by side. Polynesian sailors memorized important events to find their way around,
and they used emotions and word of
mouth to get to know the area they lived
in. It is known that songs were written to
memorize these wayfinding methods.
But this Polynesian method of navigation disappeared with contact with the
Europeans.

ASYA EYLUL OZEK
Piri Reis University
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KELP FOREST
K

elp forests are underwater forests with
a high density of seaweed that cover a large
part of the world's coastline. They are considered one of the most productive and dynamic ecosystems on Earth. They are home to
many sea creatures. Kelps are useful not only
for animals, but also for mankind. You probably had seaweed in your mouth this morning.
Kelps contain chemicals called alginates,
which are used to facilitate the condensation
of several products (for example, toothpaste,
ice cream). In addition, kelp forests are good
for thyroid disorders and diseases caused
by iodine deficiency. There are about thirty
different species of kelp in the underwater forests. For
example, Giant Kelp, Southern Kelp, Sugarwack and Bull
Kelp are just some of the few types of kelps. There are
several things that threaten the production of seaweed
and the health of the vitally important seaweed forests.
As a result of extreme temperatures, two different types
GULSAH ISIK
of fish have appeared. Rabbit fish and drummer fish, two
Uludag University
warm-water species, are voracious fish that eat leaves
every few hours with three hundred bites per hour. Other
fish communities that normally live in this forest are also
dominated by these invasive hot water fish and thrown out. If the increase in water temperature
continues, this will pose a great threat to the health of kelp forests and the oceans in general.

SUNSTONE /
ICELAND SPAR
W

e have all heard of the Vikings, the portly, warrior children of Scandinavia. How do you
think the Vikings, portrayed in movies and read in
nautical books, found their way when there were
no satellites, no sun visible, and visibility was almost zero? They used Sunstones in those times
when the celestial course was in vogue and mathematical arguments were not used. Thanks to
its karst structure, this stone double refracted
the sunlight and reflected it once in a correct position, thus helping Viking sailors to understand
where the sun was.

you may be
interested
YUSUF SAMET GULER
Istanbul Gelisim University
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you may be
interested

RONAN

RONAN

THE RHYTHM
KEEPING SEA LION
Rhythm is one of the building blo-

cks of music, which is formed by the
regular repetition of sounds. Although it
is considered an easy phenomenon to
feel the rhythm because it can be seen
in human nature even as an infant, behind the scenes is an existential ability
that requires strong connections between parts of the brain. Since being able to
accompany the rhythm requires being
able to predict the next set of the regular sounds just in time, examples of it
are rare in the animal world. Even scientists were not sure that animals could
accompany a rhythm like humans, until
they met the Sea Lion Ronan in California. Ronan is the first non-human mammal to be able to
keep a beat with his head to songs with various rhythms,
such as one of his favourite songs, Earth, Wind and Fire's
Boogie Wonderland. Ronan's sense of rhythm not only refutes the theory that keeping a rhythm requires a ‘complex
ILKNUR IREM BULMUS
sound learning’ capacity, but also shows that, contrary to
Piri Reis University
popular belief, it is not necessary to imitate sound for rhythmic movement.

KYME ANCIENT
CITY
T

CEYLIN KOZAK
Dokuz Eylul University
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he ancient city of Kyme, which comes to mind when a port is mentioned
in Izmir, is of geopolitical importance
and is located in the Aliaga district, is in
the Nemrut Bay region, and is located
between two hills. Concrete data for the
foundation of the city go back to the 8th
century BC. It is considered to be an important port area in history, as well as its
geopolitical importance for ports today.
It is located in the Aiolis region in ancient
times and is thought to be one of the largest cities in the region. As observed in
the examinations, many products that
provide economic development were
traded in this region. These products; olives, grapes, wheat, olive oil, ceramic and earthen vessels. In
addition, an advanced civilization has lived in winemaking.
The examinations in the excavations revealed that the ancient city of Kyme was one of the first cities to mint coins.
Historian Strabon defines the ancient city of Kyme as "the
largest and most beautiful city of Aiolis". When you visit the
region, you can observe why the settlement right on the
shore of Nemrut Bay is so important.
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DAS BOOT (1982)
8.3/10 IMDB

The film is about what the

German U-boot crew of the
type 7 class called U-96 went
through during World War II.
It’s one of the best movies of
its era. Wolfgang Peterson,
one of the famous names of
his time, gave the movie a
standing ovation at the movie
premiere. In this movie, it also
reveals the humane dimension of war that is missing
from other war films. During
the war, the U-96 German submarine, which was on duty
in the Atlantic Ocean, goes
on patrol. They attack a fleet
of five ships, which traveling
without a destroyer, and get
into a massive trouble consequently. Afterwards, they
demand from the headquarters to return to La Rochelle,
but everything does not go
as they wish. Instead of their
original base at La Rochelle,
they are ordered by Headquarters to pass through Gibraltar
and return to the Port of La
Spezia in Italy. Even though
they know how difficult it will
be to achieve this, they set out
according to orders. They will
meet with German ships for
supply in Spain, which was
previously neutral in World
War II. Will they be able to accomplish the last mission?
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IN THE HEART OF THE
SEA (2015)
7.0/10 IMDB

It

tells the story of the
Nantucket, a whaling ship
that struggles to survive
after it is attacked by a
thirty-meter long, multi-toothed sperm whale.
This battle for survival in
the middle of the ocean
is rendered with stunning
visual effects. This event,
of which only eight of the
crew survived, comes to
light years later by the
youngest of those eight
lucky ones. This movie,
which attracted attention
with its successful cast,
also inspired the legend
of Moby Dick, written by
the famous writer Herman Melville, years later.

UNDERWATER (2020)
6.8/10 IMDB

Underwater

is about a
crew of oceanic researchers whose underground
laboratory was wretched
by an unknown earthquake and their life and
death struggle for trying
to get to safety. While
they were doing research
a massive earthquake
happens at the bottom of
the sea and they get stuck
thousands of kilometers
under the sea. The team,
which is fighting for their
life and confronting their
worst fears, encounters
unexpected difficulties in
this process.

THE LONG WAY
BERNARD MOITESSIER

Bernard

Moitessier reached an international
reputation with his solo
sailing tour of the world in
1968-1969 without stopping anywhere. 'The Long
Way', published at the end
of this journey and translated into many languages, is precisely the most
iconic of his books. This
book, it’s a melody and
poetry of the sea, in solid
harmony with a person,
his boat and those around
him. The author set out
from Plymouth on August
22,1968 for the 'Golden
Globe' world race, organized by the Sunday Times,
alone, without stopping
and without help, and
when he was about to finish the race as the winner,
he gave up on going to the
finish line and headed towards the Pacific. He decided to keep going. This
sailor, out of all norms,
aimed to go to the end
of his resistance in the
sometimes calm, sometimes wild beast roaring
sea. It was the longest
solo voyage by sail at the
time. 37455 miles alone
without ever landing with
dolphins, fishes at sea;
birds and stars in the sky.

THE SHIPBUILDER
JACK MYRICK
2500 years ago, the paths
of the young and inexperienced shipbuilder who
wanted to be successful in the Greek world
and the most successful shipbuilder of that
period crossed. Like a
compassionate hand on
his shoulder, the master brings success to the
young shipbuilder's life,
and it is his final wish that
he helps others to achieve
success by teaching the
Five Ancient Principles of
Leadership, as he himself
did to him. The Master
assures us that if we apply the Five Steps Principle of Leadership, we will
improve in every aspect
of our lives. With Jack
Myrick's simplistic and
impressive narration, you
will finish this book in one
fell swoop.

CAPTAIN SINGLETON
DANIEL DEFOE

The

novel begins with
a little boy born from a
wealthy family being stolen from the young lady
who takes care of him.
Growing up without knowing his real family, Singleton learns the art of maritime as well as theft by
piracy. He reaches wealth
in his life full of loot and
tells how a friend he made
in this difficult adventure,
made him turned back
from this path when he
became a compass for
him.
JANUARY
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MARINE
TRIPLETS
Talented and experienced poet-author Dr.
Gunturk Ustun greets his readers of the DENIZDEN
magazine with his three-line poems, which he describes as "a mixture of fake haiku and aphorism." Having written and published poems adorned with the
aromas of transportation-logistics-journey for many
years, Dr. Ustun seems determined to bring the maritime world closer to brand new docks.

She knows deeply well
That typical harsh winter weather
Reigning in her ocean-focused mind

The postcard-worthy Mediterranean beach destinations
Welcome me with genuine meals, desserts and wines
All year round without interruption

Our chances to come face to face with dolphins
That are the Princes' Islands' friendliest neighbors
Are getting smaller and smaller with times

A proper sense of distance from the horizon
And a slow journey soaked in sheer nostalgia
Await you on the promenade deck of a cruise liner

In iconic beaches, giant waves needed for acclaimed surfers
Moderate to severe waves needed for pro swimmers
No waves needed for die-hard fans of sunbathing

Pale starlights in the night skies
Bright orange ship lights in ports
Dark blue self-deception lights in her moist eyes

DR. GUNTURK USTUN
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